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tissue is of the finest description; please to accept them
as an offering I make to you." Phra desired him to pre-
sent one of the pieces to himself., and the other to Aiianda,
that his merits might be greater, since the offering would
be made to Buddha and to the assembly in the person of
Aiianda. This attention in favour of Ananda was also
intended to reward him for his unremitting exertions dur-
ing the twenty-live years he had served Buddha with the
utmost respect, care, and affection, without having received
any adequate return for his services. Buddha preached
afterwards the law to the prince. When the instruction
was over, Poukatha believed in, and firmly adhered to, the
three precious things, and became a sincere convert. He
rose up, prostrated himself before Buddha, turned on the
right, and departed.

Ananda, after the prince's departure, brought the two
dresses to the great Phra, who put one on his shoulders,
whilst the other was girded round his waist. His body
appeared shining like a flame. Ananda was exceedingly
surprised. Nothing of this kind had as yet happened.
" Your exterior appearance," said he to Buddha, " is at
once white, shining, and beautiful above all expression."
" What you say, 0 Ananda, is perfectly true. There are
two occasions when my body becomes extraordinarily
beautiful and shining : the first was on the night I obtained
the supreme intelligence; and the second now, when I
am about to enter into the state of Neibban. Doubtless,
0 Ananda, on the morning after this very night, in a
corner, near the Ivoutheinaron city, that belongs to the
princes Malla, in the forest of sala-trees, I will go to
Neibban. The shining light emanating from my body is
the certain forerunner of this great event."

Ananda, summoned by Buddha to his presence, re-
ceived the order to move to the banks of the Kakouda
stream.4 Having reached the place, Buddha descended

4 The Kakouda stream was one of    Gundak.    It is at present dried up,
the arms or channels of  the little    but up to this day are to be seen